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Success Standard

Jackson Public Schools would like to 
recognize the following individuals for 
being honored as Power of One recipi-
ents.  Individuals are identified by their 
principals as people who go above and 
beyond to make the difference in the 
lives of our children and help make JPS 
a better place to live, work and play.  
They are presented with a certificate, 
button and window cling to proudly dis-
play that they have been identified as 
Power of One recipients.

October 2014
Bennett, Eric Soltis, Teacher
Cascades, Tracey Pallottini, Secre-
tary
Dibble, Tina Lienhart, Kitchen Super-
visor
Frost, Erica Simpson, Teacher
Hunt, Erin Matthews, Teacher
McCulloch, Gloria Bicey, Paraprofes-
sional
Sharp Park IB World School, Amy 
Reynolds, Teacher
Middle School at Parkside, Scott 
Hutchins, Associate Principal
TA Wilson Academy, Missi Hines, 
Teacher Assistant

November 2014
Bennett, Mary Ellen Theis, Retired 
Teacher
Northeast, Karen Jo Meyers and Amy 
Hoaglin, Teachers
Dibble, Rosie Talmage, Secretary
Frost, Sue Francey, Paraprofessional
Hunt, Mary Jo Raczkowski-Shannon, 
Principal
Jackson High School, Janeen Bush, 
Teacher
McCulloch, Joel Landenberger, 
Teacher
Cascades, Samantha Schneider, 
Teacher
TA Wilson Academy, Angela Robin-
son, Volunteer, South Central Michi-
gan Works
Middle School at Parkside, Connie 
Myers, Teacher
Sharp Park IB World School, Anthony 
Coffie, Teacher

December 2014
Diego Cordero Febres-Corero, 
Auditorium Coordinator, Jackson High 
School
Sandra Bearinger, Teacher, Bennett
Mark Taylor, Teacher, Wilson
Phyllis Sprangel, Teacher, Sharp 
Park
Dawn Wagner, Teacher, Parkside
Kathy Fish / Barb Holsey, Teachers, 
Northeast
Sandra Langley, Teacher, McCulloch
Brett Kiesel, Teacher, Frost
Sandra Connor, Security, Hunt
Cassi Currie, Teacher, Cascades
Clare Gieck, Paraprofessional, Dibble
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Good News about Jackson Public Schools ~ Winter 2014-2015

JPS Applauds the Outstanding 2013-2014 Teacher of the Year Nominees

will be rewarded through scholarships for both Jackson High and Lumen Christi 
2015 graduating seniors.  Together, this event has cemented the partnership 
of Lumen Christi High School and Jackson High School towards one common 
goal; a bright and prosperous future for all students.  JPS would like to thank 
the following sponsors for their generous support of the 2014 Community Bowl:

Partnering together with the Jackson Community 
has continued to make it possible for the excite-
ment and memories of the 2014 Community 
Bowl to be brought back for a new generation to 
experience. With over 3,000 in attendance this 
truly has become the must see event of Jackson!  
From this great event, proceeds of over $40,000 

CITY OF JACKSON PARKS & REC. 
DEPT
COUNTY NATIONAL BANK
COVALLE GROUP ARCHITECTS
THE CRAFT AGENCY
CUNNINGHAM CONSTRUCTION
DAWN FOODS
AFT
DEP ENGINEERING
EPM OF MICHIGAN
FLEXIBLE STAFFING
THE GIRODAT FAMILY
HEARTLAND HEALTH CARE CENTER
HIRST ELECTRIC
HOME.FM
JACKSON COUNTY ISD
JACKSON COLLEGE
JHS NEWSPAPER-THE REFLECTOR
JACKSON MAGAZINE
JACK V. BUTTERFIELD INVESTMENT 
COMPANY
JACKSON PACK N SHIP!
JACKSON RADIO WORKS, INC
JAMIE GRACE - BD OF ED CANDIDATE
JTV, INC
JOHN GANTON’S COUNTRYSIDE 
L&A AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR

KELLY FUELS
MCDONALDS
MICHIGAN COMMUNITY CREDIT 
UNION
MLIVE
MINUTEMAN SEWER AND DRAIN 
CLEANING
ORBIT FORM
ORTHOPAEDIC REHAB SERVICES
PENN CHIROPRACTIC
RW MERCER
SAUTER FAMILY
THE SIMONETTI FAMILY
THE TROSIN FAMILY
THE WEISENSEL FAMILY
THE DUBOIS FAMILY
THE  VIKING STORE
CONGRESSMAN TIM WALBERG
WALTER KORYTOWSKY M.D.
WELLS FARGO
JACKSON PUBLIC SCHOOLS
JACKSON AREA CATHOLIC SCHOOLS
LUMEN CHRISTI HIGH SCHOOL
JACKSON HIGH SCHOOL
WESTWOOD MALL

Each year, JPS staff are recognized by their peers for their committment to 
the students they serve and their outstanding efforts in such an important role.  
These individuals go above and beyond by finding innovative ways to help 
every student achieve success by being involved in programs and activities

outside the classroom and by being a leader in 
their building and the JPS community. Congratu-
lations to this year’s nominees: Kris Braunreiter, 
Dibble; Cassi Currie, Cascades; Tammi Gron-
ski, Sharp Park; Allison Hughes, Parkside; Debra 
Irvine-Stiver, McCulloch; Lori Kerstetter, North-
east; Mike Mason, JHS; Nanette Long, Hunt; Amy 
Smith, Frost; and Annie Wilcox, T.A. Wilson.  
Pictured above with Superintendent Jeff Beal are 
District Nominees, Nanette Long, Elementary, and 
Mike Mason, Secondary.  JPS is proud of these 
exceptional individuals.

             Kris Braunreiter                                   Cassi Currie                                     Tammi Gronski

            Allison Hughes                               Debra Irvine-Stiver                                  Lori Kerstetter

                Mike Mason                                     Nanette Long                                      Amy Smith                                         Annie Wilcox

Community Bowl Support Appreciated

AFT
ALRO STEEL
ANDERSON PRINTING & CREATIVE 
PROMOTIONS
ANOTHER DESIGN CO.
AOS

THE BARK FAMILY
JACKSON BREAKFAST ROTARY
BUDS TO BLOSSOM
CAA EARLY HEAD START & HEAD 
START PROGRAMS
CENTER FOR FAMILY HEALTH

Each Viking player wore a sponsored pink jersey bearing the name of a cancer 
survivor or victim. Pink Viking Project t-shirts were sold, which also served as 
a ticket to the game. Prior to game time, athletes joined sponsors and families 
for a walk around the track to honor all cancer survivors and victims, and then 
special introductions before taking the field. Players and spectators alike were 
visibly moved as each name was read and players, sponsors and family mem-
bers lined across the field.  
The game itself was exciting as the Vikings rallied from a 13 point deficit to win 
with a score of 34-26. More important was significance of the names the players 
wore on their backs. “Today our team had the mentality that we’re not playing 
for our team, we’re not playing for ourselves, we’re playing for the people with 
the names on the back of our jerseys and that they fought such a much greater 
battle than what we would ever go through,” said Jackson junior Corey Pryor 
II, who was playing for his grandfather, a longtime cancer survivor. “That just 
gave us the motivation moving forward.” After the game, the players handed the 
jerseys to the sponsors.
All proceeds went to the Mission Hope of Cancer Fund, a Jackson-based non-
profit that provides financial assistance to cancer patients and their families.  

On Sept 12th, the Jackson 
High Vikings raised approx-
imately $8,000 for the fight 
against cancer through the 
Pink Viking Project foot-
ball game against East 
Lansing High School. The 
inspiration for the Pink Vi-
king Project came from 
cancer victim Todd Jager, 
who was a roommate 
and close friend of coach, 
Jack Farley.  Jager lost his 
battle with brain cancer six 
years ago and left behind a 
young family.  

Corey Pryor II prepares to escort his grandfather and cancer 
survivor, Walter Pryor on to the field prior to the game.

Anthony Coffie II walks with Naomi Hoover and Kristy Dillon to honor Naomi’s husband and Kristy’s fa-
ther, Marty Hoover,   Below, football players line up in preparation to escort their sponsor’s on to the field.

Pink Viking Project Raises Funds, Honors Those Touched by Cancer
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Around the District
Community Partners Connect with JPS

As JPS supports local agencies and organizations, the Jackson community continually supports and contributes to events and programs at the schools.
Throughout the Success Standard there are examples of contributions of personal time, donated prizes and a myriad of other types of support provided for the district.

JPS Salutes Its Community Partners - Together, We Are Better!

To register a student in a JPS school
or for information about 
Jackson Public Schools,

please contact any school or 
the Administration Office at 

517.841.2147
Visit our Website at

www.jpsk12.org
School Closing Hotline

517.841.2175

   

Northeast Health Center
1024 Fleming Ave.

 (517) 787-4361

Teen Health Center at 
Parkside

2400 Fourth St.
(517) 788-6812

Jackson High Health Center

544 Wildwood Ave.
(517) 780-0838

Three School-Based Centers to Serve the JPS Community

Jackson Public Schools Grievance Procedures
For Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, 

Title II of the Americans with Disability Act of 1990,
 Title IX of the Education Amendment Act of 1972, Age Discrimination Act of 1975, Sexual Harassment Policy

Step 1:  A person who believes that he/she has been discriminated against by the District is encouraged, but is not required, to discuss the matter 
informally with the appropriate building principal, in the case of a student, or his/her immediate supervisor, in the case of an employee.  [NOTE: if the 
building principal or the immediate supervisor is the subject of the complaint, or the grievant is not a student or employee, the grievant may, instead, 
contact the Assistant Superintendent for Human Resources.]  The person receiving the complaint shall verbally convey his/her findings to both the 
person who alleged the violation and the person who is the subject of the complaint within 10 business days.
Step 2:  If the informal Step 1 process does not resolve the matter, or if the grievant does not wish to use the informal procedures set forth in Step 1, 
a written complaint may be submitted to the Assistant Superintendent for Human Resources who will investigate the complaint.  [If the Assistant Su-
perintendent for Human Resources is the subject of the complaint, the complaint should be submitted to the Superintendent, who will appoint another 
administrator to conduct the investigation].  The complaint shall be signed by the grievant and include 1) the grievant’s name and contact information; 
2) the facts of the incident or action complained about; 3) the date of the incident or action giving rise to the complaint; 4) the type of discrimination 
alleged to have occurred; and 5) the specific relief sought.  Names of witnesses and other evidence as deemed appropriate by the grievant may 
also be submitted.  An investigation of the complaint will be conducted within 10 business days following the submission of the written complaint.  
The investigation shall include an interview of the parties and witnesses, a review of relevant evidence, and any other steps necessary to ensure a 
prompt and thorough investigation of the complaint.  A written disposition of the complaint shall be issued within 10 business days of completion of 
the investigation, unless a specific written extension of time is provided to the parties.  Copies of the disposition will include the steps that the District 
will take to prevent recurrence of any discrimination/harassment and to correct its discriminatory effects on the grievant and others, if appropriate.

Step 3:  If the grievant wishes to appeal the decision in Step 2 above, he/she may submit a signed, written appeal to the Superintendent within 10 
business days after receipt of the written disposition.  The Superintendent or his designee shall respond to the complaint, in writing, within 10 business 
days of the date of the appeal.  Copies of the response shall be provided to both the grievant and the person who is the subjection of the complaint.

Board Policy 5030 - Non Discrimination Statement
It is the policy of the Jackson Public Schools District that no discriminatory practices based on sex, race, color, national origin, religion, height, weight, 
marital status, handicap, age, political affiliation, sexual orientation or disability or any other status covered by federal, state or local law be allowed 
in providing instructional opportunities, programs, services, job placement assistance, employment or in policies governing student conduct and at-
tendance.  Any person suspecting a discriminatory practice should contact the Human Resources Office at Jackson Public Schools, 522 Wildwood 
Avenue, Jackson, Michigan 49201 or call 517.841.2153.

2014 JPS Board of Education
Tim Levy - President

Kathryn Keersmaekers  - Vice President
Pam Fitzgerald - Secretary
Michael Way - Treasurer

Bobby Thompkins - Trustee
Jon Hart - Trustee

Cheryl Simonetti - Trustee

Jeff Beal
Superintendent

Board Meeting Schedule
ALL MEETINGS BEGIN AT 5:30 P.M.

January 12                  Northeast
February 9  JHS
March 8                   Dibble
April 13                  Bennett

William Bruce is a Jackson Magazine Health Care Angel

for students and where we need to shore up our resources. We have learned from our past and 
are making headway in so many areas and sometimes not always in the form we expected or that 
was put in place. To ensure success, change and realignment is sometimes necessary.
In April 2009, the Michigan Department of Treasury approved the Jackson Public School District's 
application to become a Promise Zone. The purpose of a Promise Zone was to support local ef-
forts to promise a college education to K-12 students who reside within the zone (Jackson Public 
School District). These funds would be available after all other student aid has been exhausted.

An Authority Board, representing the Jackson community was formed and a Promise Zone Co-
ordinator was hired in 2010 to begin the 2.1 million dollar campaign to raise funds to fulfill the 
Promise. Each Promise Zone was required to be self-sufficient for the first two years. After the 
second year of distributing privately funded scholarships, a certified Promise Zone can then cap-
ture one-half of the growth in the state education tax to be used for a two-year associate's degree 
or up to a four-year degree for resident students.

After a diligent four year effort, the Jackson Promise has not been able to reach its fundrais-
ing goal and the possibility of raising 2.1 million dollars is not considered feasible. The Jackson 
Promise Zone Authority board announces its approval to relinquish its Promise Zone designation 
awarded to the Jackson Public Schools.

To date $63,000 has been raised and will be distributed to the five eligible schools (Jackson High, 
Lumen Christi, Jackson Christian, TA Wilson, and da Vinci) on a per capita basis to be used for 
scholarships. Each school will determine eligibility requirements. This distribution will take place 
in July of 2015. The Jackson Promise Zone will sunset in June of 2015.

The Jackson Promise Zone initiated the successful Promise Bowl community wide event. The 
Jackson Public School District and Lumen Christi are pleased to announce that the game took 
place again this year. It was called the Community Bowl was held on October 24th. All proceeds 
from sponsorships will be split between Jackson High and Lumen Christi for Post-Secondary 
scholarships that will distributed in the current year. ALRO Steel generously committed to be the 
Title Sponsor for the 2014 Community Bowl and donated $25,000. Sponsorships for the Commu-
nity Bowl were made available and both schools appreciate the continued support.

Promise Zone Relinquishes Zone Designation in June 2015
The culture and conversation around the importance of education 
in Jackson has been evolving and changing in the right direction. 
The grass roots efforts of the Cradle to Career (C2C) network has 
helped to ensure our community more so than ever is committed to 
the success of our students. Through this shift, we as a community 
have worked collectively to understand and evaluate our pipeline 

William Bruce, Music Director at Jackson High School 
and the Middle School at Parkside has been recog-
nized as a Health Care Angel by Jackson Magazine for  
reaching out to community members of all ages and 
giving freely of his time and talents. He was nominated 
and selected for his volunteer work with the Summit 
Park Assisted Living Center.
He involves his choir students in outreach efforts, of-
ten singing at assisted living centers. Last December, 
his choir performed a holiday concert at Summit Park 
Assisted Living Center, where residents participated 
in a sing-a-long. He noticed how much the residents 
enjoyed it and invited them to join his choir for a spring 
concert.  With the help of the Summit Park Activities 
Director, he assembled a choir of eight residents from 

the assisted living center and 34 teens from Jackson High and the Middle School at Parkside. For 
months, Mr. Bruce and his students went to Summit Park after school to help the senior members 
of the choir learn their parts. (See photos, page 8.)
The result was an amazing spring concert that filled the Jackson High auditorium.  For Mr. Bruce 
and his students, it was a glorious experience. “It was very cool to see the kindness these stu-
dents showed the residents,” he said. The relationship between the students and the residents 
didn’t end there, and they performed together in another concert this fall. 

Over the last three years, Mr. Bruce and his students have raised funds and donated more than 
$3,000 to the American Diabetes Association, Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation and the 
American Cancer Society.  Mr. Bruce, who is an accomplished bicyclist, also raises funds for the 
Starved Rock Cycling Association, which rehabilitates exercise equipment for people with dis-
abilities.
JPS is proud of Mr. William Bruce for his personal efforts, as well as the ways he involves his 
students in community outreach and making a difference in the lives of others. 

The Exxon/Mobil Educational Alliance program has awarded Jackson High School teacher, Jonell 
Hasselback, a $500 grant to be used in the areas of Math and Science. The grant was issued 
from local Exxon/Mobile location, Kelly Fuels, Inc.  JHS and Jackson Public Schools appreciates 
this grant opportunity and the continued support of our community partner in education, Exxon/
Mobile Educational Alliance.

Exxon/Mobil Educational Alliance Awards JHS Grant

Beginning December 2, the Parkside Physical Education Department will be running a fitness 
program after school. The program will be Tuesday – Thursday 3:00-4:15 in the Parkside field 
house on days school is in session. The program will consist of basic physical fitness activities and 
challenges. Workouts may include walking, jogging, circuit training, strength training, core training, 
flexibility, and agility.  All levels of fitness are welcome. The goal is for everyone to improve their 
personal fitness level and enjoy participation in lifelong physical activities. The program is open 
to Parkside students, staff, parents and JHS athletes. There is a one time fee of $10 to join the 
program which will benefit the physical education and athletic department.  The program will run 
from  December 2, 2014 – March 12, 2015.  If you have questions please contact Erik Anderson 
at 841-2398 or eanderso@jpsmail.org.  

Stay Active with PF4L - Parkside Fit 4 Life Program

On September 5th, principal Mary Jo Raczkowski-Shannon was presented a $1,000 check to 
Hunt Elementary on behalf of the Eaton Corporation. This generous donation is for the Acceler-
ated Reading Program and will be used to purchase books for all levels of readers.  Pictured 
above are Tom Stevens, Mary Jo Raczkowski-Shannon, Sherry Stevens and Debbie Naylor.  Hunt 
School and JPS would like to thank the Eaton Corporation for their support of JPS students and 
programs.  

Eaton Corporation Supports Hunt Reading Program

Look for a New and Improved JPS Website
The Jackson Public School District’s website (jpsk12.org) will be getting a much needed ‘facelift’ 
beginning in 2015.  JPS staff, with the Technology Consortium at the Jackson County ISD, have 
been working together to update and move information from the current district website, as well as 
the building sites, to a more user-friendly format that will also conform to mobile devices.  

With a new software package, technical support and services, the updated JPS site will be stream-
lined for easy navigation and include features not previously available.  The pages will format to 
display on devices such as tablets and mobile phones in addition to laptops and monitors, making 
it possible to ‘stay connected’ to the great things happening at JPS from any location.
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Balanced Calendar Information and FAQ’s Goal Keeps Students Reading at School and Home

7 Habits Demonstrated at 4th Annual Leadership Day

JPS Salutes Its Community Partners: 
  Together, We Are Better!

As JPS supports local agencies and organizations, the community continually supports 
and contributes to events and programs at the schools.

Throughout the Success Standard, there are examples of contributions
 of personal time, donated prizes and a myriad of other types of 

support provided for the district.

The Jackson County’s Connected Community Schools (led by the Jackson County Superinten-
dent’s Association) is entering a countywide discussion around a new school-year schedule, also 
known as a “balanced calendar.” No position has been taken, but in the coming months, we look 
forward to working with parents, teachers, students, and community members to further explore 
this alternative school-year concept. Below are answers to several common questions you may 
have, and we encourage you to visit jcisd.org for updated information throughout this process. 

 “Has A Decision Been Made?”
Absolutely NOT. We are exploring this idea through community conversations alongside a full 
investigation around the possibility. The task before us is to investigate the full impact, with input 
of our community, to ensure that any future decision is well informed.
   
“What is a ‘Balanced Calendar’ in Jackson County?” 
A balanced calendar can take many forms, but generally, it is one that more evenly distributes 
the days students are currently attending school (approximately 180) across the 12 months of 
the year. (It is NOT “year-round school,” which implies more school days added to the calendar.)  

“Why Explore a Balanced Calendar?”
School districts in Jackson County are fully committed to providing the greatest opportunity for the 
success of all students. The primary rationale behind this exploration and discussion is to better 
understand the opportunities for higher student achievement. Other possible benefits include the 
elimination of “summer slide” (content knowledge and skills lost over the long summer break), 
an increase in operational efficiency, reduction in stress and burnout, and greater remedial and 
enrichment support. The county’s superintendents would not begin this investigation without the 
belief that the potential benefits had the ability to outweigh the challenges. However, we look 
forward to conducting thorough research on district case studies and available data on the impact 
this model may have on education and student achievement. 

“What Will the Investigation Look Like?”
Jackson’s Connected Community Schools will spend several months examining the possible ef-
fects of this calendar model; and will explore the impact on the entire educational system, in-
cluding: athletics and club events/seasons, childcare needs and constraints, summer jobs and 
the impact on local businesses, infrastructure/utility costs, human resource and staffing, potential 
challenges to transfer (out-county) students, and more. 

“Who Will be Involved in These Discussions?” 
During this process, the input of all stakeholders will be heard and understood. Surveys, meet-
ings, and public discussions will all be held during this time to ensure all voices are heard and that 
perspectives are shared. 

“What are the Next Steps in this Conversation?” 
Looking ahead, each district will be working together and seeking community input in a variety of 
ways:

•   A panel Discussion for JPS Stakeholders will be held on Feburary 17 in the JHS Library from 
5-7:00 p.m.  This will provide a chance for the general public to discuss and share their thoughts.

•    A formal phone survey will be conducted during March 2015, while an open survey will be avail-
able mid-winter 2015 (with a link posted to the JPS website). We encourage all parents, staff, and 
community members to complete this survey. 

•    In the spring of 2015, all information gathered will be analyzed. At that point, feedback could 
generate new conversations, or the data could bring light to the fact that now may not be the best 
time to make this change. 

Ultimately, Jackson County’s Connected Community Schools look forward to working together, 
sharing and understanding the many considerations and perceptions that can affect a decision of 
this magnitude – leading to an informed, well-researched decision on next steps. 

We hope that you will participate and engage in the possibilities around this exciting process. 

SCHOOL CLOSING HOTLINE:  (517) 841-2175   
Your link to current JPS news is on the JPS website

 Bookmark ~ www.jpsk12.org ~ 
your JPS Home Page

The fourth annual Leadership 
Day was a huge success at Frost 
Elementary.  Hundreds of stu-
dents showed they are leaders 
of speaking, music, art, safety, 
greeting, tours, announcements, 
and smiles.  Students sang a 
parody, "What Does the Leader 
Say", to the popular "What Does 
the Fox Say" tune. They shared 
their knowledge of the 7 Habits 
and how they use them in their 
everyday lives.  
Several students from Parkside 
(Kye Bristow, Max Moore and 
Jose Guerrero) also added to 
the day as alumni, and gave their perspective on how they continue to use the 7 Habits.  Ener-

gizing Education was recognized for their partnership and leadership assistance.  Parents, com-

munity members, JTV, and teachers from other school districts joined together to hear about the 

leadership journey at Frost School.  

McCulloch first graders in Mrs. 
Budd’s class are setting goals and 
working their way through 100 
books...each!   Every student takes 
a book home in a Ziplock bag each 
night and is encouraged to practice 
reading it to an adult or sibling.  The 
next morning, they read to an adult 
at school.  
When they can read the book fluent-
ly, the student is given a new book 
to take home to read. Each student 
that meets their goal of 100 books 
read is entered into a drawing to win 
a Razor Skateboard.

were placed into State Honors Choir Ensembles. JPS students have earned sixty-two spots in 
State Honors Choir ensembles in the past eleven years. This is a phenomenal achievement for 
these young people and marks a true dedication to their craft. JHS junior, Blake Genco (above 
left) and eighth grader Elizabeth Wolfersberger (above right) each were named for the second 
consecutive year, while seventh grader, McKenzie McCormick (above center) made it for the first 
time - in her first attempt.  Congratulations to these students on their outstanding achievements.

JPS is proud to  announce that 
seven students were nominat-
ed for State Honors Choir this 
year from JHS and Parkside 
and that three of those students

Three Named to State Honors Choir Ensembles

Hunt Students Keep Their Eyes on the Ball

Hunt teacher, Joe Matthews, gets a little help from his friends during a ‘Mr. Basketball’ assembly.

Kindergartners in Amy Reynolds and Kristi Nodine’s classrooms did inquiries in their IB Unit “How 
We Organize Ourselves” on how rules and laws affect how people live and work together safely.  
Alex Cash from the Fitness Council was a guest speaker and discussed bike safety rules.  

Students Learn How Rules Help Keep Them Safe
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Austrian Students Experience Life in Jackson & JHS 

On September 24th, Jackson High School received a visit from the Olympic city of Innsbruck, 
Austria. The Akademisches Gymnasium Innsbruck sent a group of 27 high school students as part 
of a cultural exchange. As one of many events, JHS students presented on the city of Jackson 
and Michigan on what makes the region tick. The Austrian students also held a series of presenta-
tions on what Innsbruck and Austria is all about. The overall program was a huge success with 
many new friendships, perspectives on life, and better understanding for each other all being 
established. Middle School at Parkside and JHS German teacher, Rush Bowers, coordinated the 
project.

Kindergarteners in Mrs. Fairbanks' class at McCulloch Academy learned how to use iPods to take 
pictures. They were then encouraged to use their powers of observation to find patterns in nature 
and capture these on their iPods.  The students worked diligently on their assignments and the 
beautiful pictures they took were shared with the class.  

Kindergartners Capture Nature Pattern Images

This is the third year that students at Frost have participated in Energizing Education and are cur-
rently being supported by over 30 mentors. Principal Jeremy Patterson said, “Our students have 
continued to make reading gains in the program, but more importantly their enthusiasm for reading 
has grown as a result of one on one mentorship”.  He also expressed praise for the family engage-
ment nights that are hosted every month. “The culture of reading is also extending to each home 
as we invite parents in for monthly parent involvement activities.  Empowering parents to help 
their children at home gives our emerging readers a double dose of the joy of literature.”  Frost 
Elementary has had three family nights this year and looks forward to seeing the love for reading 
grow for students and mentors through the Energizing Education Program.

Energizing Education is a Literacy 
Program that was introduced to Jack-
son County in 2012 with the help of 
a grant from Consumer’s Energy and 
the United Way. Energizing Educa-
tion’s two-prong approach focuses 
on in-school mentoring and family en-
gagement for K-2 students. The pro-
gram is currently running in Bennett, 
Frost, and Northeast schools. The 
focus is to help students improve their 
literacy skills so that they read at or 
above grade level by the fourth grade. 

Energizing Education Fosters a Love for Reading

Students Document Plant Investigation Discoveries 

tion, “How do plants adapt and sur-
vive in their environment?”
Dr. Virginia Harder from Eastern 
Michigan University, who helps with 
developing and categorizing the stu-
dent data, accompanied the students 
on the trip.  This is a bi-annual learn-
ing experience and on October 1st, 
students began to document their 
learning by creating a field guide 
which will be completed next spring. 

Ms. Kelleher's third grade students 
at Cascades School of Fine Arts are 
working toward being Plant Science 
Investigators. They are using inquiry 
to find answers to questions about 
plant science, and having fun doing it.
On September 30th, the class walked 
to Cascades Park with the tools need-
ed for data collection about plant sci-
ence. Digital cameras, science jour-
nals and pencils were used to capture 
photos and the student’s thoughts in 
writing to answer the essential ques-

Fourth grade students in Mr. Quillen’s room at Northeast work together as partners as well as 
groups to collaborate and organize the information they have collected.

Students Combine Efforts in Data Organization  

Bennett Elementary held their Fuel Up To Play 60 Kick-Off Assembly in the Fall. This nationwide 
program teams with the National Dairy Council and the National Football League to encourage 
kids to eat healthy and exercise for at least 60 minutes a day, which will help them to concentrate 
in class and improve their learning.
Students in good standing in their fourth and fifth grade classes were chosen by Principal Jac-
quelyn Brock to participate in the assembly. These students put on a short skit and showed their 
fellow students many different ways to stay active including dancing, hula-hoops, basketball, and 
jumping on trampolines. They also decorated posters to remind other students to eat healthy and 
exercise. The posters were delivered to each classroom in the school.  Fuel Up to Play 60 will be 
a year-long project at Bennett Elementary.  Above from left are: Michael Rowe, Luvmarr Hamby, 
Mackenzie Castle, Mackenzie Goodloe and Shyann Raser.

Bennett Students Help Kick Off ‘Fuel Up to Play 60’ 

Force and Motion was the first unit of the year 
for eighth grade students at the Middle School 
at Parkside. As part of a new inquiry based 
model of instruction that fits with the Interna-
tional Bacceluaretate Program, teachers Mark 
Hubbard and Aleta Damm had their students 
conduct a week long investigation using New-
ton's Laws that involved the creation of their 
own rockets. 
The idea came out of a NASA workshop that 
was attended by two Parkside teachers several 
years ago as part of the NASA Explorer School 
Program. Students applied their newly acquired 
knowledge to create a rocket that would go far-
ther than their classmates. 

The Sky’s the Limit in Middle School Science Class 

In November, McCulloch kindergarteners in Mrs. 
Cross’ and Mrs. Fairbanks’ classrooms learned 
just how delicious—and stylish—the letter P 
could be.   They were invited to wear their fuzziest 
pajamas in the classroom while they munched 
popcorn and learned throughout the day.  
Students created art projects and did other ac-
tivities all connected to this exciting member of 
the alphabet, which is sure to be their favorite 
letter for some time to come. Pictures from left to 
right are: Urijah Johnson, Nay’Kiyah Grissmon, 
Abigail Meyer and Jace Taylor.

Today’s Lesson: ‘P’ is for Popcorn and Pajamas 
Students in Chery Ennis and Gail 

Johnston’s third grade at Sharp Park 

Academy enjoyed their International 

Baccalaureate unit, “Where We Are 

in Place and Time”. They completed 

research on ‘Ways people have 

changed the environment of Michi-

gan’ and ‘Ways people have to adapt 

to the environment of Michigan’ and 

were able to take a combined field 

trip to Jiffy Mix and the Teddy Bear 

Factory in Chelsea. 

Sharp Park  3rd Graders Study Michigan’s Environment
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A Win-Win Situation for Students in Reading ‘Bet’

Memories of Band Camp Will Stay With Senior Class

Parkside Marching Band Performs at Half Time
Gaea Gaecke and Olivia Hinton 

play their mellophones during the 

Parkside Marching Band's half-

time performance at Jackson High 

School on Friday, September 20th. 

The 120 member Parkside Band 

performed "Happy" from "Despi-

cable Me 2", then joined the JHS 

band with "Let it Go" from Disney's 

"Frozen".

Senior members of the JHS Viking Marching Band gather for a group photo at Band Camp.

In October, Mr. French's class wore 

pink on Friday's for Breast Cancer 

Awareness. On October 30th, Hunt 

staff had a dress down day with a 

donation for this cause. 

These fifth grade students (pictured 

left to right) Zhane Ashford-Ellis, 

Ryan Claypool-Minor, Micah Dun-

lab, Jazilynn Bonner, Kaira Ben-

nett, and Thomia Smith felt com-

passionate and wanted to donate 

themselves. 

Hunt Students Support Breast Cancer Awareness

Mrs. Hirth's art students from third grade at Cascades experimented with feed corn rolled in paint, 
to show texture. After the first coat of paint dried, they used the corn again to paint in the opposite 
direction with a different color. It was fun to use ears of corn to use for painting.  Above left, Mrs. 
Hirth helps Akalya Lidge.  Pictured on the right is Trey Sullivan.

Cascades Art Students Create Patterns Using Texture

Alan St. Jean, author of the Aiden of Oren series and Spooky Mooky held a Writing Olympics at 
Frost in October.  Students met with the author by classroom and wrote a story with him.  They 
then illustrated the stories.  A writing celebration was held to share the classroom stories.  Judges, 
Mrs. Francey, Mrs. Lincoln, Mr. Gerig and Mr. Patterson voted as each story was told. The 2014 
Writing Olympics Gold award went to Mrs. Westcott's first grade class for lower elementary, and 
to Mrs. Mrs. Schneider's 5th grade class for upper elementary. Students were excited to become 
authors and many want to publish their own books in the future. 

Frost Holds Writing Olympics With Guest Author

Red Ribbon Week Part of ‘Most Teens Don’t’ Campaign

Middle School at Parkside members of ‘Most Teens Don’t’ present their ‘Drug Free’ message 
on a fence near the school during Red Ribbon Week in November.  Most Teens Don’t is an anti 
drug and alchohol campaign to spread the word that not all teens are drinking and doing drugs. 
Students involved in this year-long campaign help share facts about drug and alchohol use by 
handing out information, creating posters and signing personal pledges to remain drug and alcho-
hol free. They believe that spreading facts about drug and alchohol use is the best way to stop 
teens from using drugs.

Superintendent, Jeff Beal, a University of 
Michigan fan, and Mrs. Fish, Northeast 
teacher and Michigan State University 
fan, made a reading ‘bet’ on the Spartan 
- Wolverine football game. When MSU 
won, Mr. Beal had to read to Mrs. Fish's 
students wearing an MSU tie. Either way, 
the students were the real winners. Go 
Green!

Second graders from Dibble Elementary 

enjoyed a special visit to Summit Park 

Assisted Living center in October, where 

they presented residents with letters they 

had written.  

Students arrived dressed for Halloween 

and paraded through the hallways, while 

residents greeted them with smiles and 

‘treats’ while commenting on the creative 

variety of costumes they wore.

Halloween Visit is a Treat for Both Students & Residents

SPAbstacle Course Day Keeps Students Fit & Raises Funds

Students ‘Guesstimate’ Circumference of their Great Pumpin

Sharp Park students earned over $10,000 by getting 
exercise!  In October, students got sponsors to partici-
pate in a PTO created obstacle course in the field and 
playground at Sharp Park Academy IB World School.

Students in Chandra Cataline’s kinder-
garten class at Hunt School learned about 
estimation and actual measurements.  
Students made their best guess as to 
what the circumferance of the classroom 
pumpkin was and cut strands of yarn to 
measure their estimate.  Their yarn was 
then compared to one showing the actual 
length so they could see how close their 
estimation was.
Pictured at left with Mrs. Cataline are 
Jamear Simmons, Azari Estes and Jaida 
Oliver.



   JPS VIRTUAL LEARNING PROGRAM
EARN YOUR HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA FROM HOME!         

Grades 6-12: You can take all or part of the credits you need at the JPS Virtual 
School  
Grades 9-12:  You can dual enroll. Take virtual courses at JPS Virtual School 
while also attending a local college.  Earn your HS diploma and Associate’s 
Degree at the same time!
Check out the hundreds of courses available at these links:
•	 http://www.mivhs.org
•	 http://www.gennet.us/subjects.asp
•	 http://www.edgenuity.com/Curriculum-Research/Course-Search
•	 http://apexlearning.com/courses

There is no cost to you in the virtual or dual enrollment programs.  Everything is free!
It is open to all students in Jackson County as well as surrounding counties.

For more information call 517-841-2806, or email: mkonkle@jpsmail.org 
or visit jpsk12.org
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108 Students Inducted to National Junior Honor Society

T. A. Wilson is an Official GED Testing Center
T. A. Wilson Academy is now administering the revised GED Test.  You must pre-register on-
line at ged.com before testing.  ALL tests taken prior to January 1, 2014 are no longer valid.

Things you will need to pre-register:
      • Must have a valid e-mail address (if you need one go to gmail.com or yahoo.com  
 to sign-up for an e-mail account).
      • Credit or Debit card for payment of testing fee.
      • Testing fee: $37.50 per test (there are four tests, Language Arts, Math, Science &     
 Social Studies).

Note: Please read ALL rules and regulations when registering.
For more information please visit: gedtesting service.com/testers/mygedfaqs

Or call: 517-841-2800

Official GED Testing Center for Jackson County
T. A. Wilson Academy

310 West Morrell Street
Jackson, MI 49203

517-841-2800

Open your heart, open your door and become a host family for international exchange students 
from China. Provide your family with a lifetime experience. Enrich our school program by encour-
aging our next generation to learn and understand each other. Together they will build a better 
tomorrow.
You will have an opportunity to have an on-line interview with the students prior to their arrival 
to determine if the student would be a good fit for your family. Students will be proficient in the 
English language.
You will also be provided with a support system that will assist you during the adjustment period.  
We will help answer questions, work with you for any concerns, and encourage you and your 
student throughout this experience.  A stipend of $400 a month will be provided to the host family.
If you are interested in hosting a student from China for the 2015-16 school year, please contact:

Connie Dwyer:  517-787-6940 (home), 517-937-6417 (cell).

Opportunity to Host a Student from China in 2015-2016

T.A. Wilson Student Council members were prepared for a busy holiday season. They were in-
volved in three different projects to benefit the Salvation Army and Aware Shelter families. Their 
interest in helping others in the spirit of the holidays is a reflection of their commitment to the goals 
of student  council. It fits nicely with their work to “Be More Kind” and “Pay it Forward”.
The annual food drive began November 17th and included a classroom competition to collect the 
most food items. The winning classroom received a special prize. They also  “adopted” a family 
from the Aware Shelter this year. A “Change” drive took place beginning in November in order to 
raise money to buy special gifts for a family currently residing at Aware.  The third project involved 
making twenty stockings stuffed with goodies for children at the Aware Shelter. This project was 
funded from their weekly popcorn sales.
This group is definitely a source of pride at T.A. Wilson.  They are responsible for planning and 
implementation of any projects while maintaining their classes at an acceptable level.  Their en-
thusiasm and concern for others is commendable.  

Student Council Makes the Holidays Brighter for Many

108 students at the Middle School at Parkside were inducted into the National Junior Honor So-
ciety in a special ceremony held on October 29th. Parkside teacher, Christine Fitzgerald is coor-
dinator of this group and planned this event to officially welcome these students in to the NJHS 
chapter at Parkside. Congratulations to these outstanding students.

As a group, Mr. Ward's class at Frost School decided to make a weekly goal of having 95% atten-
dance and have above 90% on their daily point sheets. If this goal was completed, then the class 
would be permitted to pick different rewards given to them on Friday. After a unanimous vote, the 
students picked going fishing at the Cascades Park.  Although this was a lot of fun, there were 
academics as well. The class took time to make observations about the fish, estimate how many 
they would catch, and took measurements as well. The reward for setting and reaching goals 
made this group’s efforts a positive experience.  Above from left are Darnell Farmar, Paden Hyatt 
and Si’Rocky Williams.

Reaching a Common Goal Reaps Rewards for Frost Students

Pictured are  fifth grade students, 
Amiah Starks, Ka'lea Hann, Je-
miah Penzien, and Noelle Brown 
who had the top scores on a Ka-
hoot quiz. Using the iPads, the 
students answer grade appropri-
ate questions, get instant feeback, 
and build friendly competition. 
Kahoot is a game based class-
room response system that Mr. 
French has been incorporatimg 
into his classroom at Hunt School.  

Hunt Students Use Technology in Quiz ‘Game’ 

Sharp Park Academy first graders from Phyllis Sprangel and Amanda Miller’s classrooms made 
growling bears to inquire and discover about sound vibrations for their IB Unit ‘How the World 
Works and How Light and Sound Help us Communicate in the World’.  

Students Learn Communication Comes in Many Forms 

‘Power Monday’ is a Positive Way to Start Each Week

Power Mondays are dedicated to lessons about leadership for fifth grade students 
at Frost School.  Students ‘dress for success’ and have opportunities to meet mem-
bers of the community and learn about careers, behavior, attitude and how hard work 
and determination can help them succeed. With principal, Jeremy Patterson, from left 
are Trevor Ashenfelter, Eric Wilson, William Toco, Jamaul Fouty and Dashon Blount.  

Mrs. Dawson and Mrs. Lukowicz’s students participated in the Hunt Elementary Science Investi-
gation Day. They learned how “Wind Moves Things” by predicting, making sailboat projects, and 
performing the experiment.  From left: Dominick Pope, Mason Bemis, Joshua LaCourse-Berry, 
Mrs. Lukowicz and Dakota Garza.

Students ‘Sail Through’ Science Investigation Day Fun



  www.jpsk12.org                  JPS - A Great Place to Learn!               7

Jackson High School

Viking Musicians

2013-14 Jackson High School Academic Awards
Kiwanis Partners With JHS for Key Club

Viking Athletics

If you are 17-19 years old and do not have your 
high school diploma,  

             
 Call 841-2800 and ask about

 
 

It isn’t too late!

You can earn over 20 credits per year!

Students with perfect attendance or a grade point average  
of 3.50 or higher for the 2013-2014 school year at Jackson 
High School were recognized for their achievements in a 
special ceremony in December.
CLASS OF 2017 FIRST YEAR ACADEMIC AWARD
Lindsey Ambrose, Cheyenne Baker, Martha Baldwin, Me-
gan Bell, Lucas Berry, Jamie Bleiler, Dustin Boughton, 
Taylor Bradley, Megan Brown, Meghan Butterfield, George 
Campau, Kyle Chesney, Joel Chirackal, Constance Clark, 
Kaylee Collier, Trenton Cox, Calvin Craig, Rachel Cunning-
ham, Tori Dallas, Tahtiana Davis, Justin Dods, Laryia Fer-
rie, Ashley Flint, Markiethus Flowers, Nicholas Foster, Allie 
Garrecht, Dailynn Harbottle, Mitchell Hastings, Jacob Hep-
hner, Sophia Hinton, Nicholas Hirsch, Jake Holland, Xavi-
er Hovinen, Da’Vier Jackson, Benjamin Kimpell, Hayden 
MacFarlane, Harriet Marshallsay, Erin Martin, Tierstyn 
Mathis, Lauren Morse, Tariq Muhamed, Conor Mulhearn, 
Layla Murray, Kaylee Perez, DaShari Pierce, Rohitha Po-
lasani, Amarri Potter, Olivia Rangler, Brandon Riggins, 
Megan Roden, Hannah Roty, Clara Shirk, Zackary Smith, 
Robert Souders, Aidan Sova, Nathan Speiser, Mytasia 
Stone, Jordin Taylor, Alicia Thomas-Tovar, Justine Tumlin-
son, Winnie Wang, Mahoganey Ware, Chelsea Weighman, 
Keyilah White, Montez White, Allison Wood, Kristen Wood 
and Dalton Yoxheimer.

CLASS OF 2016 FIRST YEAR ACADEMIC AWARD
Skye Blaney, Mearah Carr, Justin Drain, Mackenzie 
Fitzgerald, Vivica Gage, Andrew Garrecht, Hebren Hein, 
James Henry, Nakiya Jeffries, Annabelle Kinna, Alexan-
dra London, Paris Mast, Bailey McClear, Sarah Overton, 
Leigha Pfeiffer, Paige Pickell, Jared Robb, Edher Tamayo 
Rivera and Shauna Thompson.

CLASS OF 2016 SECOND YEAR ACADEMIC AWARD
Nigel Alexander-Ivery, Jesus Alvarez Zamundio, Madison 
Anderson, Jordan Brown, Emily Bullinger, Lucas Chapel, 
Anthony Coffie, Elexi Dailey, Katherine Dodge, Emma 
Dubensky, Caleb Dueck, Alexander Dunning, Blaise 
Easton, Dwaine Evans, Hayley Fraser, Jonah Genthner, 
Brandon Hamilton, Cassidy Holeso, Lauren Huggett, Jo-
zlyn Hunt, Domaniquee Johnson, Sikander Khan, Amber 
Kienutske, Aaron Kopplin,  Noah Kopplin,, Corrina Kostrze-
wa, Nicholas Kraeuter, Madison Kyro, Nathaniel Lavery, 
Taylor Lawrence, Ashley Mathias, Aurora McCrory, Kayla 
Moulton, Nathan Nickolai, Suneet Panghli, Elise Reynolds, 
Evan Robb, Lea Russ, Maisey Schuler, Kelsey Schultz, 
Katelyn Shier, Carter Smith, Krista Spear, Grace Toll, So-
phia Tolonen, Joel Waddell, Maurice White, Parker Wilkin-
son, Parker Wrzesinski, Olivia  York, Kevin Zhang and Mi-
chael Zolman.

CLASS OF 2015 FIRST YEAR ACADEMIC AWARD
Mohammad Bashir, Brendan Blackwell, Derrick Boothe, 
Michaela Brewer, Zhavian Cleveland, Kadija Danfa, Cole 
Dillon, Jessica Dueck, Kammie Dunnam, Myliah Gainer, 
Kelsey Garcia, Elayne Lennox, Yanet Morales Leon, 
Cameron Schultz, Deja Smagacz, Jatazia Spencer, Ran-
dy Titler, Brandon Turner, Alexandra White, Aliya White, 
Ke’Antae Wilkie, and Daniel Wilson.

CLASS OF 2015 SECOND YEAR ACADEMIC AWARD
Noah Breedon, Arlene Duncan, Erin Gale, Sarah Hackett, 
James Haney, Lindsay Harbaugh, Kaylynn Hunt, Harris 
Lewis, Payton Lott, Q Nel Love, Sydney Martin, Jordan 
Mulcahy, Tia Newsom, Madison Potter, Olivia Stephens, 
Caitlin Terry, Kayla Thompson and Brendan Tyler.

CLASS OF 2015 THIRD YEAR ACADEMIC AWARD 
Michael Benedetto,  Zachary Binroth, Kelsey Brannon, 
Aarel Calhoun, Messiah Cooper, Megan Cox, Drake 
Csage, Heather Cummings, Kelsey Dods, Kelsey Elert-Fa-
bing, Emily Esse, Sara Garcia, Kayleigh Garrison, Jacob 
Hankerd, Beena Haque, Jason Holder, Jonathan Holder, 
Ammaar Ikram, Sierra Jimenez, Jordan Koli, Emily Krieg-
er, Ashrita Kumar, Elliot Marshallsay, Samantha Martin, 
Marshall Maske, Andrew Maurer, Andrew Monroe, Taylor 
Nawrot, Hannah Park, Trevor Polewka, Madison Post, Ariel 
Rice, Yaqirah Rice, Alexis Rogers, Christopher Shaugh-
nessy, Samantha Simonetti, Serena Simpson, McKenzie 
Spencer, Matthew Stamler, Joshua Stauffer, Jane Toll, 
Brett Trombley, Mary Trosin, Logan Vermeulen, Avery 
Waldron, Henry Wang, Jemia Williamson, Amanda Wood, 
Noah Wood and Shannon Wood.

Jackson High School would like to extend our apprecia-
tion to the following businesses for their support of tonight’s 
program with their generous donations for door prizes:

Airport Lanes Bowling, Allskate Fun Center, Applebee’s 
Neighborhood Grill & Bar, Arbor Hills Golf Club, Best Buy, 
Burr Oak Golf, Calderone Golf, Cascades Park, Ella Sharp 
Park, Family Video, Fazoli’s Restaurant, The Grande Golf 
Club, Hickory Hills Golf, Jackson 10 Theatre, J.H.S. Am-
bassadors, Lenny’s Sub Shop, Little Caesars Pizza Parlor, 
Maggie Moo’s, Optimist Ice Arena, Shell Food Mart Gas 
Station, Subway, Viking Store, U.S. Air Force Recruiting, 
U.S. Army Recruiting, U.S. Navy Recruiting, and U.S. Ma-
rine Corp. Recruiting.

Your support of Jackson High School and belief in our lead-
ers of tomorrow is appreciated.

Viking Marching Band:
JHS Viking Marching Band would like to thank all the parents and supporters of this program. The 2014 “Heroes and 
Heroines” theme was a lot of fun to produce. So many parents helped with game day, uniforms, instruments and music, 
Band Camp and rehearsals. The Viking Marching Band is truly blessed with all the volunteers who support this extracur-
ricular activity.  
•  The Marching Band performed at the Jackson Christmas Parade on November 21. They are proud to represent
    Jackson High School and the city of Jackson.

Marching Band would also like to thank Band Camp Chairperson, Mrs. Becky Wood, Mrs. Laura Trombley, marching uni-
form Chairperson, and would also like to recognize all of the parents who do so much for them.
•   Watch for next year – Band Camp 2015 will be July 20-24
•   Rookie Camp will be July 13-16, 2015

Partnership with JTV-Jackson
JPS has a fantastic partnership with local JTV and the Hawley’s.  Many of the Band Programs are broadcast on JTV 
throughout the year, and this year they have once again produced a DVD of the Fall Viking a Go Go, which is available for 
purchase.  Call 787-8817 for more information.  
JTV also filmed  the Viking Halloween Concert and it was broadcast over thirty times during the Halloween season.  There 
is a DVD from this event also.

Webpage for Band Activities
There is a webpage for Band Activities.  Visit www.jhsbands.weebly.com for class assignments, performance schedules, 
Band Booster and fundraising information, calendars and music advocacy.  Mr. Heim has a web-page for percussion and 
guitar information.  Go to www.mrheim.com for information.

Jackson High School to Host MSBOA Festivals
Bringing the state music/arts communities to Jackson is one great way to show off our great facilities, our fantastic stu-
dents and our supportive community.  To date JPS is scheduled to host the follow events:
•   MSBOA District 8 Band Festival (Feb 27-28, 2015)
•   MSBOA State Jazz Festival (March 25, 2015)

Outback Bowl 
The Viking Marching Band will be traveling over Christmas Break with 102 students and parents to Tampa, Florida.  Watch 
for a Blog, filled with news and pictures from this fantastic trip.  The Vikings are very proud to represent Jackson and 
Michigan once again for this National Bowl Game and Festival on January 1st.

•  December 11 – Winter Concert, Euphony and Varsity Choirs

•  December 16 – Winter Concert, JHS and Parkside Orchestras

•  January 7 – 7:00 pm – JHS Band Boosters Meeting, Room 109

•  February 3 – MSBOA District Jazz Festival/Clinic, Time TBA, Mason HS

•  February 7 – MSBOA District Solo and Ensemble, Haslett HS

•  February 17– Jackson Band Pre-Festival Concert, JHS 7 pm…Symphony

   Band and Varsity Wind Ensemble

• February 19 – Jackson Band Pre-Festival Concert, JHS 7pm…Varsity

   Band and Cadet/Concert Bands

•  February 24 – Jackson Orchestral Mid-Winter Concert, 7 pm

• February 27-28 – Hosting – MSBOA Band Festival at Jackson High.  

   Our performance times – TBA,  (Parent Help is needed!)

• March 18 – Jackson Jazz Night, Jackson HS and Parkside, JHS 7 pm

•  March 21 – MSBOA State Solo and Ensemble Festival at TBA

•  March 25 –Hosting- MSBOA State Jazz Festival- Performance Time TBA

Viking Band Concerts
All Concerts are held at the JHS Auditorium and begin at 7:00 p.m.

The Jackson High girls and boys Cross Country team completed another 
successful season. JPS is be proud of how the team represented Jackson 
Public Schools.
Team Highlights:
• 12 athletes attended Cross Country camp in East Tawas
• The girls team finished 1st at the Eaton Rapids Classes Invitational
• The boys team finished 2nd at the Eaton Rapids Classes Invitational
• Both the girls and boys finished 5th in the CAAC Blue Division

Individual Highlights:
• Roman Blackwell: qualified for the Division 1 State Cross Country 

Meet,  tied 2nd highest season point total 157, 2nd place on career 
points scored list - 429, 1st team All Conference CAAC Blue

• Jack Dulworth: 2nd team All Conference CAAC Blue
• Roman Blackwell, Jack Dulworth, and Robert Kunselman: All-county.  
• Conor Mulhearn, Jacob Oberst, Caleb Dueck, Keegan Rumler, Trystin 

Green, and Noah Horsch: All county JV
• Blake Matthews: All county JV
Team Members:
Girls:  Faith Baxter, Heather Cummings, Jessica Dueck, Shelby Fields, Shel-
by Hager, Ashley Mathias, Blake Matthews, and Jane Toll.

Boys:  Roman Blackwell, Tyler Doung, Caleb Dueck, Jack Dulworth, John 
Girkin, Trystin Green, Jacob Hephner, Noah Horsch, Robert Kunselman, 
Alex Mc Coy, Conor Mulhearn, Jacob Oberst, Sam Ramsey, Keegan Rumler, 
Marcus Shakoor, James Smith, Aiden Sova, Brett Trombley, Nate Weston, 
Parker Wilkinson, and Damian Yoxheimer.

Viking News

Key Club is an international service organization with a local chapter char-
tered by the Kiwanis Club of Jackson, whose purpose is to dedicate time to 
community service in Jackson and building leaders of the future. 
Picture above are members of the Jackson High Key Club from left 
to right; Kiwanis Advisor Andy Johnson; President, Rachel Cunning-
ham; and Treasurer Corinna Kostrzewa, serving concession's at the Ki-
wanis Travel Adventure Movie Series to raise money for Jackson High's 
Thanksgiving Food Drive.  If you know a Jackson High School stu-
dent looking for service hour opportunities, please contact Ms. Kelly 
Caldwell, teacher at Jackson High via email at: kcaldwel@jpsmail.org.



 8                                                          JPS - A Great Place to Learn!                                     www.jpsk12.org

Highlights and Happenings Throughout the District
Cascades Students Collect Data for Field Guide

   Your link to current JPS news is on the JPS website.
Bookmark ~  www.jpsk12.org   ~  Your JPS Home Page

December
16      1/2 Day - Bennett, Cascades, 
      Frost, McCulloch, Northeast
      and Parkside ONLY
Dec. 22-Jan 2   Holiday break, no school 

January 
 5      School resumes
19      Martin Luther King, Jr. day 
         observed - No school
22      JHS Conferences
27      1/2 Day - Bennett, Cascades, 
      Frost, McCulloch, Northeast
      and Parkside ONLY
February
 6              Profession Dev. - No Students
11 Student Count Day
12 K-8 Spring Conferences, evening
13 K-12 Half day 
16 President’s Day, no school 
25 JHS Exams
26 1/2 day JHS students ONLY
   JHS Exams
27            K-12 Half Day / JHS Exams/ 
                 Records Day / End of 2nd
                 Trimester

March
 3 JHS/Wilson ACT Testing – 
   11th grade only
4,5 Late start (JHS/Wilson grades 9,
  10, 12 only)
17 1/2 Day - Bennett, Cascades, 
  Frost, McCulloch, Northeast
  and Parkside ONLY
27  1/2 Day - Students/staff
Mar. 30 - April 3 
                 No school - Spring Break

April 
 6 School resumes

May
22 K-12 half day students 
22 JHS Graduation
25 Memorial Day, no school
28 1/2 Day - Bennett, Cascades, 
  Frost, McCulloch, Northeast
  and Parkside ONLY
29 TA Wilson Graduation
 
June 
2 JHS Exams
3 JHS Exams, half day JHS
4 JHS Exams, half day K-12

2014-2015 Student Calendar
School Closing Hotline 517.841.2175 CLIP & SAVE!

Annual JHS Halloween Concert is ‘Spooktacular’ 

Wilson Annual Sale Includes Artistic Airbrushed Pumpkins 

Ms. Kelleher’s third grade students record their findings about plants in journals as they collect 
data to compile in a field guide next spring.

Photo on right courtesy of mLive

The annual JHS Halloween concert 
is always a popular, fun night of great 
music and entertainment. This year’s 
concert did not disappoint as five 
bands and two percussion ensem-
bles performed for a full house.  
Band teachers, Joel Shaner and Na-
than Heim, student teacher Paige 
Barger and technician Diego Febres 
Cordero worked with approximately 
200 students who presented an out-
standing concert.

The T. A. Wilson Academy Entrepreneurship Club held its annual Pumpkin Sale in October.  Air-
brushed pumpkins were sold by T. A. Wilson students Aysa Villanueva, Brandin Crane, Jerryn 
Kimble and April Reeser.  Pumpkins were sold at various locations including Polly’s Country Mar-
ket and Sam’s Club. The airbrushed pumpkins were also made available to the Jackson Public 
School staff.  Proceeds were used to replenish the Entrepreneurship Club at T. A. Wilson, super-
vised by Mr. Kevin Blair. The fantastic airbrush work was completed by former JPS student and 
artist, Jason Caldwell. Many thanks to the JPS community for its support of the pumpkin sale.  

Jackson High Junior Johnathon 
Damm decided to give back to the 
Middle School at Parkside when 
choosing an Eagle Scout project to 
complete for the coveted rank in the 
Boy Scouts of America. For Johna-
thon’s project he developed a 30’ 
x 37 butterfly garden at the school.  
His project involved researching but-
terfly habitat, designing the garden, 
receiving approval for the project, 
conducted fundraising, purchasing 
plants, and then leading several 
volunteers in the construction of the 
project. From conception to the fin-
ished project took a full year. 
The garden contains several peren-
nials that attract butterflies which will 
be used by the Science Department, 
after school programs and summer

JHS Student Completes Project That Will Benefit Parkside

school program for site based and project based learning, where students will be able to study 
a micro climate, life cycles, and habitats. This site based project has allowed him to give back to 
the school and create a meaningful environment for years to come. Above, Johnathon and Lisa 
Medina are working on the garden project.

2014-15 Opening Day Ceremony is Full of Positive Energy  

The kick-off of the 2014-15 school year at JPS began with a continental breakfast provided for all 
staff prior to an opening ceremony in the JHS auditorium. Staff had time to reunite and ‘catch up’ 
after summer break and were energized to begin the upcoming year.  Superintendent Jeff Beal 
addressed the teachers, administrators and support staff and announced the nominees for JPS 
Teachers of the Year (below) for 2013-14.

JPS Choir members help their senior choir partners from the Summit Park Assisted Living Center 
prepare for a special concert this fall. Above left, sophomore, Colin Dexter helps Mike Shipley with 
his robe. On the right is Alexis Rogers, senior, Mimi Young and sophomore, Kate Drongowski.

Summit Park Seniors Combine Voices with JPS Choir  


